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Selected Themes in Political Theory: Global Justice  

Political Science 613 

Course Syllabus  

Fall 2020  

 

Course Instructor: Catherine Lu 

Course schedule: Tuesdays 2:30-4:00 pm EST (live zoom session) 

 

Two ways to contact me during the term: 

Office Hours (on zoom): Tuesdays 9:00-10:00 am, Wednesdays 9:00-10:00 am, or by 

appointment.  

Email: catherine.lu@mcgill.ca 

 

Course description 

 

This graduate seminar explores the concept of global justice – including its principles, agents, 

institutions, structures, processes, and conditions – focusing on critical historical and theoretical 

perspectives on justice as it relates to global, transnational, and international contexts. This 

course is not a “topics of global justice” course, and so does not examine specific topics such as 

war and intervention, environmental degradation and climate change, health, human rights and 

dignity, global poverty and inequality, or refugees and migration. Instead, the course focuses on 

common conceptual challenges that pervade discussions of justice with regard to these issues. 

Questions to be addressed in this course include the following: Is the international order anarchic 

or unjust? What is the moral significance of the state? What is the moral significance of the 

colonial and imperial origins of modern international law and order? Does historic injustice 

matter to theorizing contemporary global justice? What rights and duties do individuals and 

states have beyond their own national or political boundaries? What is the value of collective 

self-determination? Are there duties of global justice? Are the demands of justice in national, 

international, and global contexts symmetrical? Does global justice require the development of 

global institutions, or a world state? How can global structural injustices based on race, class, 

and gender be dismantled? Does global justice theorizing need to be decolonized? These and 

other questions will be explored from normative and critical theoretical perspectives. This is a 

graduate seminar for MA/PhD students specializing in Political Theory and/or in International 

Relations. Undergrads may take this course only with the permission of the instructor.  

 

Course requirements 

Method of evaluation: Your course grade will be assessed as follows: 

Course Assignments Course grade percentage 

Seminar participation (best 10 out of 13) 

- OR alternative report on seminar 

session 

10% 

Discussion notes 15% 

Oral presentation (audio or video) 15% 

Peer review of class oral presentations 5% 

Book review 20% 

Research Paper 35% 

mailto:catherine.lu@mcgill.ca
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Required Texts 

The following books are available for purchase at Paragraphe Bookstore, 2220 McGill College 

Ave. Other required readings are listed below. All required readings are also accessible through 

the McGill library system online (sometimes via Hathitrust). 

 Immanuel Kant, Political Writings, H.S. Reiss ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2018).  

 John Rawls, The Law of Peoples (Harvard University Press, 1999). [Hathitrust access] 

 Aimé Césaire, Discourse on Colonialism (New York : Monthly Review Press, 2000). 

 Glen Sean Coulthard, Red Skin, White Masks: Rejecting the Colonial Politics of 

Recognition (University of Minnesota Press, 2014).  

 Iris Marion Young, Responsibility for Justice (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011). 

 

Description of Course Assignments 

 

What you will be doing every week 

 

Seminar participation 

Each week, there will be a 1.5 hour zoom session (2:00-3:30 pm EST on Tuesdays), which will 

be recorded and posted on MyCourses at the end of each session. This is a graduate seminar, so 

there will be as little lecturing as possible. It is up to students to advance the discussion. Your 

seminar participation grade will be an average of your grades from your best ten seminars. Every 

time we meet, I will assign a letter grade for oral participation. If your participation is excellent 

(you show a command of the assigned readings, some originality and/or intellectual curiosity in 

the discussion, and your arguments are pertinent, clear and solid) you will receive an A-range 

grade; if it is good to very good (your remarks are competent, interesting, and well-articulated, 

even though you may not have fully digested the material) you will receive a B-range grade. 

 

Alternative to seminar participation or make-up assignments for seminar participation:  

If a student is unable to attend and participate in the zoom session for any given week, or 

if a student attends the zoom session but does not participate orally in the class 

discussion, the alternative/make-up assignment is to watch the 1.5 hour recorded zoom 

session for the week, and write a 500-word report addressing specific points or questions 

raised in the discussion about the week’s readings. Each report is due on the Friday after 

each Tuesday zoom session.   

 

If a student misses or does not participate in the zoom session, and does not submit a report on 

time, they will receive a 0 for that week’s seminar participation grade. 

  

Discussion notes 

Students will submit discussion notes (maximum 1 page, single-spaced) on assigned readings for 

the week. These notes should identify a key argument or point of contention among the readings 

for the week, and provide a critical evaluation of it. The notes can also end with a few key 

questions, either generated by the key argument or point of contention identified, or more 

generally, raised by the week’s readings. These notes should be sent via email to the Course 

Instructor, and the rest of the class, by 4 pm on the Monday before each Tuesday zoom seminar. 
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If you miss the 4 pm deadline, then you will receive a 0 for that week. Discussion notes that are 

substantive and show solid engagement with the readings will receive a + (positive sign). 

Discussion notes that are filled with lengthy quotations from the readings, or only describe the 

reading content but do not engage critically with it, will receive a – (negative sign). You need to 

receive at least 8 + evaluations to receive an A-range grade, and 6+ evaluations to receive a B-

range grade. 

 

If it is your week to do an oral presentation, you should not submit discussion notes for that 

week. 

 

Feedback on class oral presentations 

All students should view the oral presentation recording of the week before the Tuesday zoom 

session, and will need to provide feedback to the presenter. (The feedback rubric will be 

distributed via email.) Student feedback on class presentations that are constructive, substantive, 

and respectful will receive a +. Feedback that is superficial, unclear, or in other ways not helpful 

will receive a – for not satisfactory. You need to receive at least 8 + evaluations to receive an A-

range grade, and 6 + evaluations to receive a B-range grade.  

 

Other Assignments 

 

Oral presentation 

At the start of the term, students will choose a week in which they will give an oral presentation. 

The oral presentation will be a maximum of 15 minutes, can be audio only or a video recording, 

and should be uploaded on MyCourses by 4 pm on the Monday before the Tuesday zoom 

session. An outline (in point form) of your presentation should be submitted to the Course 

Instructor on Monday as well. Further instruction will be provided. 

 

Book review 

The book review (of a book based on the list that will be provided) should be between 1200-

1500 words, and provide a concise summary of the book’s main arguments and contributions to 

relevant literatures, as well as critically assess the rigour, coherence, and cogency of the book’s 

main argument. The summary should be less than 500 words, so most of the review should be 

concerned with assessment and outlining avenues of critique. The review should have less than 3 

references (other than to the book itself), and contain no more than one or two (short) direct 

quotations from the book. The final date of submission of reviews (by email) is Friday, October 

30. These reviews will subsequently be distributed to your classmates, so that you will have a 

compilation of reviews of recent books. 

 

Research paper 

The research paper (maximum 7,000 words, references included) should be on a question related 

to the course themes and readings. Although the Course Instructor will suggest some topics, 

students are encouraged to formulate their own precise essay topics. The Course Instructor must 

approve essay topics in advance (by Tuesday, November 3), and receive a rough draft of the 

paper with a bibliography by November 20. The final draft of the research paper is due on 

Friday, December 4, to be submitted via email. If students are seriously ill or distracted by a 

serious emergency, it is their responsibility to inform the Course Instructor before the paper is 
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due so that we can make other arrangements. Those students employed as Teaching Assistants 

during this term will receive an automatic two-week extension (due date, Friday, December 18). 

 

Course Policies on Remote Format 

 

Students must read carefully McGill’s Guidelines for Instructors and Students on Remote 

Teaching and Learning, especially the section for Students.  

 

Seminar Recording 

By enrolling in a remote course, you accept that fixed (synchronous or live) sessions will be 

recorded. You will be notified through a “pop-up” box in Zoom if a lecture or portion of a class 

is being recorded. If you are not comfortable being in a class that is recorded, you may decide to 

not take part by logging off Zoom. Students who log off will be able to later watch the video 

recording in MyCourses. For pedagogical reasons and for the enrichment of the experience of all 

students, attendance may be monitored and/or active participation is expected or required during 

fixed (synchronous) class time. As such, you will be asked to turn on your camera and audio. If 

you do not have the necessary resources (e.g., adequate Internet bandwidth or equipment) to do 

so, inform your instructor at the beginning of term so that appropriate accommodations can be 

made. 

 

In addition to the recording of your image and voice, your name (or preferred name) may be 

displayed on screen, and your instructor may call your name during the session. As such, this 

personal information will be disclosed to classmates, whether during the lecture or in viewing the 

recording. By remaining in classes that are being recorded, you accept that personal information 

of this kind may be disclosed to others, whether during the seminar or in viewing the recording. 

 

Netiquette 

The University recognizes the importance of maintaining teaching spaces that are respectful and 

inclusive for all involved. To this end, offensive, violent, or harmful language arising in contexts 

such as the following may be cause for disciplinary action: 

1. Username (use only your legal or preferred name) 

2. Visual backgrounds 

3. "Chat" boxes 

To maintain a clear and uninterrupted learning space for all, you should keep your microphone 

muted throughout your class, unless invited by the instructor to speak. You should follow 

instructors’ directions about the use of the “chat” function on remote learning platforms. 

 

Other McGill Policies 

 

1. In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have 

the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. Conformément 

à  la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de 

soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas des cours 

dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). 

 

https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/instructors/class-disruption/strategies/guidelines-remote
https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/instructors/class-disruption/strategies/guidelines-remote
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2. McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the 

meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code 

of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures” (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for 

more information). 

 

3. In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content 

and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 

 

4. All slides, video recordings, lecture notes, etc. remain the instructor’s intellectual property. As 

such, you may use these only for your own learning (and research, with proper 

referencing/citation) ends. You are not permitted to disseminate or share these materials; doing 

so may violate the instructor’s intellectual property rights and could be cause for disciplinary 

action under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. 

 

5. As the instructor of this course I endeavor to provide an inclusive learning environment. 

However, if you experience barriers to learning in this course, do not hesitate to discuss them 

with me and the Office for Students with Disabilities, 514-398-6009, (http://www.mcgill.ca/osd/) 

to receive further information and assistance. However, please remember that the OSD has no 

authority to approve changes to course assignment due dates, to devise alternative assignments, 

or to waive course requirements. 

 

  

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
http://www.mcgill.ca/osd
http://www.mcgill.ca/osd/
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Seminar Schedule 

 

Seminar 1: Tuesday, September 8  

Topic: Introduction to Global Justice 

Required readings: 

 Brock, Gillian, “Global Justice”, The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Spring 2017 

Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = 

<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2017/entries/justice-global/>. 

 Mathias Risse, “Global Justice,” The Oxford Handbook of Political Philosophy, David 

Estlund ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012. DOI: 

10.1093/oxfordhb/9780195376692.013.0014 

 

Students choose their oral presentation assignment. Students can also start to choose their book 

review assignment. 

 

Seminar 2: Tuesday, September 14 

Topic: International Anarchy 

Required readings: 

 Thomas Hobbes,  The Leviathan, Part I: Chapters 13-18, 21, 22, 29. Online source: 

http://socserv.mcmaster.ca/econ/ugcm/3ll3/hobbes/Leviathan.pdf 

 Charles R. Beitz,  Political Theory and International Relations (Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1999), Introduction and Part I pp. 11-66.  

Recommended: 

 Richard Tuck, The Rights of War and Peace: Political Thought and the International 

Order from Grotius to Kant (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), Chapters 3-5 on 

Grotius, Hobbes and Pufendorf.  

 Benedict Kingsbury and Benjamin Straumann, “State of nature versus commercial 

sociability as the basis of international law,” in The Philosophy of International Law, 

Samantha Besson and John Tasioulas ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), pp. 

33-52. 

 

Seminar 3: Tuesday, September 22 

Topic: Civilizational Hierarchy 

 Francisco de Vitoria, Selections from De Indis (On the American Indians) and De jure 

belli (On the Law of War), in The Ethics of War: Classic and Contemporary Readings, G. 

Reichberg, H. Syse and E. Begby eds. (Blackwell 2006), pp. 288-332. [MyCourses] 

 Edward Keene, Beyond the Anarchical Society: Grotius, Colonialism and Order in World 

Politics, Cambridge University Press, 2002, Chapter 4, pp. 97-119. 

 Beate Jahn, ‘IR and the state of nature: the cultural origins of a ruling ideology,’ Review 

of International Studies, 25 (1999): 411-434.  

Recommended: 

 Brett Bowden, The Empire of Civilization: The Evolution of an Imperial Idea (Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 2009). 

 Martti Koskenniemi, The Gentle Civilizer of Nations: The Rise and Fall of International 

Law 1870–1960 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001) 

 

http://socserv.mcmaster.ca/econ/ugcm/3ll3/hobbes/Leviathan.pdf
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Seminar 4: Tuesday, September 29 

Topic: Kant on Republican Cosmopolitanism and Progress 

Required readings: 

 Immanuel Kant, Political Writings 

o Idea for a University History from a Cosmopolitan Perspective 

o An Answer to the Question: What is Enlightenment?  

o Metaphysics of Morals, Doctrine of Right  

o The Contest of the Faculties, Part 2 

Recommended: 

 Elisabeth Ellis, Kant’s Politics: Provisional Theory for an Uncertain World (New Haven: 

Yale UP, 2006). 

 

Seminar 5: Tuesday, October 6  

Topic: Kant on Perpetual Peace 

Required readings: 

 Immanuel Kant, Political Writings 

o Toward Perpetual Peace: a Philosophical Sketch  

o On the Common Saying: This may be true in theory, but it does not hold in 

practice, parts 2 and 3  

 Inés Valdez, Transnational Cosmopolitanism (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2019), pp. 23-55. 

Recommended readings: 

 Katrin Flikschuh and Lea Ypi, eds. Kant and Colonialism: Historical and Critical 

Perspectives (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015). 

 

Seminar 6: Tuesday, October 13 

Topic: Liberal Law of Peoples 

Required readings: 

 John Rawls, The Law of Peoples (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999). 

 Jennifer Pitts, “Political Theory of Empire and Imperialism,” Annual Review of Political 

Science, 2010, 13, 211-35.  

Recommended readings: 

 David Reidy and Rex Martin eds., Rawls’s Law of Peoples: A Realistic Utopia? 

Blackwell, 2006.   

 Jiwei Ci, “Thinking Normatively about Global Justice without Systematic Reflection on 

Global Capitalism: The Paradigmatic Case of Rawls,” Thom Brooks ed. The Oxford 

Handbook of Global Justice (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020). 

 

Seminar 7: Tuesday, October 20 

Topic: Statist Nationalism, Republicanism, and Cosmopolitanism 

Required readings: 

 David Miller, National Responsibility and Global Justice. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2007, Chapters 1 and 3.  

 Philip Pettit, “A Republican Law of Peoples,” European Journal of Political Theory, 9 

(2010): 70-94.  
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 Lea Ypi, Global Justice and Avant-Garde Political Agency. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2012, Part III (Chapters 5, 6 and 7).  

Recommended:  

 Ian Shapiro and Lea Brilmayer (eds.), Nomos XLI: Global Justice. New York: New York 

University Press, 1999. 

 Miriam Ronzoni and Laura Valentini, “Global Justice and the Role of the State: A 

Critical Survey,” in Thom Brooks, ed. The Oxford Handbook of Global Justice. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2020. 

 

Seminar 8: Tuesday, October 27 

Topic: Colonial History and Injustice 

Required readings:  

 Aimé Césaire, Discourse on Colonialism (New York : Monthly Review Press, 2000). 

 A. Adu Boahen, African Perspectives on Colonialism, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 1987, Chapters 1 and 4. 

 Lea Ypi, “What’s Wrong with Colonialism,” Philosophy & Public Affairs, 41 

(2013): 158–191.  

Recommended: 

 Walter Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa (Cape Town, South Africa: 

Pambazuka Press). 

 Margaret Kohn, “Colonialism,” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Spring 2014 

Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = 

<http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2014/entries/colonialism/>. 

 

Seminar 9: Tuesday, November 3 

Topic: Collective self-determination 

Required readings: 

 Adom Getachew, Worldmaking after Empire: The Rise and Fall of Self-Determination. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2019, Chapters 1 and 2.  

 Anna Stilz, Territorial Sovereignty: A Philosophical Exploration (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2019), Part 2, Chapters 4 and 5. 

 Iris Marion Young, Global Challenges: War, Self-Determination and Responsibility for 

Justice, Polity Press, 2007, Chapter 2: Two Concepts of Self-Determination. 

Recommended: 

 Steven R. Ratner, The Thin Justice of International Law: A Moral Reckoning of the Law 

of Nations, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015. 

 

Seminar 10: Tuesday, November 10 

Topic: Settler Colonial Domination 

 Glen Sean Coulthard, Red Skin, White Masks: Rejecting the Colonial Politics of 

Recognition (University of Minnesota Press, 2014). 

 UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

Recommended: 

 Taiaike Alfred, Wasáse: Indigenous Pathways of Action and Freedom, Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press, 1999. 

 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
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Seminar 11: Tuesday, November 12 

Topic: Structural Injustice 

 Iris Marion Young, Responsibility for Justice (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011). 

 Catherine Lu, Justice and Reconciliation in World Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2017), Chapters 4 and 5.  

Recommended: 

 Iris Marion Young, Justice and the Politics of Difference, Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 1990. 

 Sally Haslanger, “What is a (Social) Structural Explanation?” Philosophical Studies 

173(1) 2016: 113-130. 

 

Seminar 12: Tuesday, November 24 

Topic: Decolonizing Global Justice 

 Audra Simpson, Mohawk Interruptus: Political Life Across the Borders of Settler States 

(Durham: Duke University Press, 2014), Chapter 5: Borders, Cigarettes, and Sovereignty. 

 Krushil Watene, “Transforming Global Justice Theorizing: Indigenous Philosophies,” 

Thom Brooks ed, The Oxford Handbook of Global Justice, Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2020. 

 Charles Mills, “Race and Global Justice,” in Duncan Bell, ed. Empire, Race, and Global 

Justice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019, pp. 94-119. 

 Margaret Kohn, “Globalizing Global Justice,” in Duncan Bell, ed. Empire, Race, and 

Global Justice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019, pp. 163-183. 

Recommended: 

 Duncan Bell, ed. Empire, Race, and Global Justice. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2019. 

 Leanne Simpson, Dancing on Our Turtle’s Back, Winnipeg: Arp Books, 2011. 

 

Seminar 13: Tuesday, December 1 

Topic: Global justice, global institutions 

Required readings: 

 B.S. Chimni, “International Institutions Today: An Imperial Global State in the Making,” 

European Journal of International Law 14, 1 (2004): 1-37. 

 Quinn Slobodian, Globalists: The End of Empire and the Birth of Neoliberalism. 

Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2018, Chapter 7 and Conclusion (pp. 218-

286.) 

 Nancy Kokaz, “Institutions for Global Justice,” Canadian Journal of Philosophy 31 

(2005): 65-107.  

Recommended readings: 

 Wallerstein, Immanuel, et al. Does Capitalism Have a Future? Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2013.  

 Alexander Wendt, “Why a World State is Inevitable,” European Journal of International 

Relations 9, 4 (2003): 491-542.  


